


STUDENTS TAKE ACTION!

Student-led awareness
and fundraising events
can make a difference

ROTA has been fortunate enough to have the
generous support of students in Qatar. Many
of the schools have organized events to raise
funds for ROTAs projects, especially after the
events in Gaza. Non-uniform days, auctions,
dinners and Bazaars are examples of student-
led fundraising activities that have taken
place recently.

QatarlLeadership Academy students, faculty and
parents came together in support of the children
of Gaza. "During the charity week for Gaza, the
organizing committee worked exceedingly
hard to collect as much money as possible.
The Cadets generosity was extraordinary! We
bought a lot of chocolates, sweets, crisps etc.
spending QR 3,000; however, we sold them
with a charity profit of QR 15,300! We had a very
positive response from the cadet’s parents, who
donated generously for ROTAS projects in Gaza”,
said the young cadet Hamad.

Students from Al Rissalah Independent
Secondary School for Girls took the initiative
to organize a charity festival to raise funds to
rebuild educational institutions in the Gaza Strip,
while parents, teachers and students of Noor
Al Khaleej School organized a charity event
which included bake sales, activities and direct
donations.

Qatar International School students have
managed to raise QR 100,000 through different
initiatives including non-uniform day, movie
night and a QR 50 challenge, in which the
students had to come up with ways to multiply
QR50 they were given. QIS has a dedicated
school fundraising committee that is responsible
for organizing various fundraising events. This

money was raised for the rehabilitation of
schools in Gaza. "Qatar International School
has a well established charity committee and
| am always overwhelmed by the enthusiasm
and commitment shown by our students in
raising money for people less fortunate than
themselves. We hold many events at school
including sales and socials. It is great that
the students can have such fun whilst still
raising money to help others. It is a pleasure
to work with such generous and caring young
people.” said Karen Nolan, Charity Committee
Coordinator at QIS.

Qatar Academy has been committed to helping
ROTA achieve its goals. The Qatar - Titian
Scholarship Fund is an initiative centered on
enhancing the quality of education in Bayat
Klaten in JogJakarta, Indonesia. and neighboring
areas. The Scholarship Fund provides financial
aid to students entering high school in Bayat
covering their tuition fees for three years. Qatar
Academy has been supporting five students in
Bayat to complete their secondary education.
Titi Ramandani, one of the five students granted
the scholarship, said: “l am 14 years old and now
a 9th grade student at SMPN 1 Bayat. | live with
my parents in Karangwuni, Jambakan. Both of
them are working in Jakarta. My dad is a laborer
and my mother is a vendor. | want to become a
secretary one day because | want to make my
parents happy and give back everything they
have done for me, like put me in school.”

These are only some examples of students
in Qatar that have taken initiatives, have
encouraged others and have advocated for
education for all across Asia and the Middle
East. ROTA is appreciative of all the hard work
and dedication of the students in helping reach
children and youth in crisis-affected areas and
to provide them with opportunities for quality
education and a brighter future.

Student volunteers at ROTA booth in Al Khor Community Charity Bazaar for Gaza

ROTA AND JAIDAH GROUP JOIN

HANDS TO FIGHT ILLITERACY
MOU TO SET THE BASE FOR A TRUE PARTNERSHIP
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“Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is
like wrapping a present and not giving it” said
author William A. Ward and this is why Reach Out
To Asia would like to cordially express its sincere
gratitude to The Jaidah Group and its Chairman, Mr.
Jassim Al Jaidah.

Last July, the two organizations signed a
Memorandum of Understanding serving their
common goal to promote education across Asia.

Jaidah Group has committed itself to supporting
ROTA for a period of two years through funding and
volunteering, becoming ROTAs Associate Partner.

Within the framework of this valuable partnership,
Jaidah Group will be donating to ROTA a percentage
of each Chevrolet car it sells, but the organization’s
contribution is not simply resigned to offering
financial support; it encompasses the cooperation
of all its employees who are encouraged and
motivated to participate in various charitable
initiatives. Jaidah Group and its staff showed
their commitment and help in the distribution of
groceries, appliances and hot Iftar meals to less
privileged families during our last two Ramadan
Projects (2008-2009).

Additionally, ROTA has launched a literacy
campaign tailored for Jaidah Group’s low-skilled
employees and other groups, as part of the
organizations Corporate Social Responsibility
strategy. Jaidah Group is ROTAs launching partner
of this Corporate Literacy Campaign in Qatar and
in countries where ROTA implements education
projects. The 6-week-pilot program, that started
running last June, benefited 20 employees from Sri
Lanka, Egypt and India.

“We are very proud to be able to contribute to
ROTA's long term plans for a better future and
education for all across Asia. This is our way of
giving back to both the local community as
well as other people in need throughout the
region. Our common goal is to fight illiteracy,
one of our continent’s biggest curses”, said
Mohammed Jaidah Chief Development officer
at Jaidah Group.

It is a great honor for Reach Out To Asia to have
partners like Jaidah Group whose support and
commitment have no barriers.

DONATION FOR GAZA
LAST JANUARY, THE JAIDAH
GROUP EMPLOYEES GENEROUSLY

DONATED QR 215,000 TO HELP
THE CHILDREN OF GAZA.

CONNECT ROTASIA:
SHARING KNOWLEDGE,

CONNECTING SCHOOLS,
DISSOLVING BARRIERS

Connect ROTAsia’s goal is to establish a sustainable,
connective and collaborative online learning
community, with access to international
educational resources, leading to a better quality
of education and life.

In 2008, the ROTA Knowledge Network was
launched to serve as an online collaborative
platform for  this learning  community
www.rotaknowledgenet.org. This portal aims
to play a pivotal role in facilitating intercultural
exchange as it will bring together teachers and
students from various countries, serving as an
educational "meeting point”. Later on, in March
2008, ROTA became the official representative
of iIEARN in Qatar. Within this framework, ROTA
organized 3 training workshops in Qatar for more
than 80 teachers from 30 different schools.

After attending the workshops, the teachers
implement a variety of projects with their students
over a 12-week-period.

During the project implementation, and through
the ROTA Knowledge Network web portal, the
teachers benefit from professional development
and are supported by a coordinator, project
facilitators and teachers from other schools.
Aiming to develop a pool of certified iIEARN-Qatar
Facilitators and ensure the self-sustainability of this
endeavor, Connect ROTAsia periodically provides
IEARN Facilitator training to teachers who have
carried out IEARN projects in the past. To date, 8
IEARN facilitators have been trained while 4 of
them have been certified. During the upcoming
school year ROTA is planning to further develop the
facilitators and enable them to train other teachers
on IEARN project implementation and Project
Based Learning techniques.

Project-Based Learning:

An interesting learning method that
promotes cooperation, creativity and
civic responsibility

Project-based learning (PBL), in the context
of IEARN projects, is the use of classroom
projects, intended to bring about deep learning,
where students use technology and inquiry to
engagde with issues and questions that are relevant
to their lives.

Solar Cooking Project

Last semester, the science teacher Ms. Asma
Hajali from Al Bayan Educational Complex for Girls-
Preparatory School in Doha worked on the Solar
Cooking Project with her 13-14 year-old students,
as an application to the Science Unit on Heat and
Solar energy. The young students were involved
in all phases of the project, including activities

fEA

iEARN (International Education
and Resource Network) is the
world's largest non-profit global
network made up of over 20,000
schools and youth organizations
in more than 115 countries. iEARN
empowers teachers and young
people to work together online
using the Internet and other new
communication technologies.

Over 1,000,000 students are
engaged in collaborative project
work worldwide.

www.iearn.org

planning, research about solar cooking, production
construction of a solar cooker, test cooking as well
as advocacy activities like brochure design, videos
and internet posts.

“As we got into the project and started making the
ovens, | discovered that solar cooking does not
only help the environment but it is actually fun!
To be honest, | didnt even feel exhausted or the
need to rest; | guess | was enjoying the project so
much, that | didn't feel like | was working. | also
found out that solar cookers are not only cheap
and affordable; they are used to decrease global
warming and the usage of gas and petroleum.
Even though my class mates and | are so young,
| feel like we have accomplished something, that
people twice our age cant. And | do believe that
weTe making a difference in the world. So, I'm
asking people from all around the world to help
saving our planet from destruction, ‘cause this is
our life we'e destroying”, said Dana Obaidan, one
of the students who participated in the project.

The students felt so proud about themselves,
their teams and their schools, understanding the
importance of team work and knowledge sharing.
The results of their project were posted on the
IEARN website, so other students from around the
world saw their work, commented on it, and got
encouraged to do the same.

The Teddy Bear Project students who exchanged teddy bears and letters with a school in Taiwan
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